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The runaway slave
Make a list: on the whiteboard of reasons you might have to say sorry
Say:  Today we have a story of someone who decided they had to say sorry.
Bible Story

Sing Songs

Ask: What does sorry mean?
Say: What are some other ways to say sorry? (I didn't mean for you to get hurt, I shouldn't have done that, I'm sad that you're hurt etc)
Ask: What if you accidentally hurt someone?  Do you think you should say sorry? (Sorry doesn't mean you did it on purpose – sorry is supposed to mean you don't want the other person to be hurt) 

Ask: What should you do when someone says sorry to you? What does God want you to do? (Forgive them)
Return to tables – Say the Bible verse together
Craft: Finger puppets
· Colour in the finger puppet
· Make a loop from the strip of plastic, tape it on the back of the puppet and then staple it to make sure it will hold.
· Use your puppet to practice saying sorry for some of the things on the white board
Discuss the following depending on age, interest and time: 

Discuss: Did Onesimus just write a letter to his master to say he was sorry and then go off and do his own thing?  What did he do?
Sometimes when we're sorry, we also have to do something to make up for it.  Think of some examples

Sometimes when someone is angry or upset they do or say things they don't really mean. – Has someone done this to you?
What can you do when someone is angry? (Listen to see why they are angry; wait until they calm down before telling your side of the story; tell Mum)

Discuss the list on the white board: why should you say sorry?  What else could you do?

What will happen if you don't forgive someone who says sorry? (God won't forgive you – but forgiving doesn't mean you need to let them hurt you again.

Mission Story:  "Not on purpose" – small Bedtime Stories 9, page 53 or Uncle Arthur's Story Time page 37
Say: Mothers jewellery was an idol, because she thought it was more important than learning about God.  Anything that seems more important than God is an idol.  Lets pray and ask Jesus to help us not to have idols, to help us make God the most important thing in our lives. 
Finish with Prayer: Ask Jesus to be our best friends, and to help us not to have any idols.
